CHAPTER III

THE PROPHET OF THE NEW REVELATION

A DREW JACKSON DAVIS was one of the
most remarkable men of whom we have any
exact record. Born in 18 26 on the banks of the
Hudson, his mother was an uneducated woman, with
a visionary turn which was allied to vulgar supersti-
tion, while his father was a drunken worker in leather.
He has written the details of his own childhood in a
curious book, " The Magic Staff," which brings home
to us the primitive and yet forceful life of the American
provinces in the first half of last century. The people
were rude and uneducated, but their spiritual side was
very much alive, and they seem to have been reaching
out continually for some new thing. It was in these
country districts of New York in the space of a few
years that both Mormonism and modern Spiritualism
were evolved.

There never could have been a lad with fewer
natural advantages than Davis. He was feeble in
body and starved in mind. Outside an occasional
school primer he could only recall one book that he
had ever read up to his sixteenth year. Yet in that
poor entity there lurked such spiritual forces that
before he was twenty he had written one of the most
profound and original books of philosophy ever pro-
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